
   
 

A video of the funeral is at this link:   https://venue.streamspot.com/video/c972f9a3fc    Advance the scroll bar to 7:50. 
Rabbi comments at 13:15, Brian at 14:25, Paul at 25:40, Roy at 35:30   

   
Obituary also at sapergalleries.com/MartinSaperObit.pdf 



 

Martin Leo Saper -- Remembering the Life  
November 28, 1916 – March 27, 2017 
 

 

 

    

   

Congregation Shaarey Zedek, East Lansing, Michigan 
March 28, 2017 

 

Officiating 
Rabbi Amy Bigman       Cantor Pamela Schiffer 

 

Eulogy 
Brian Stuart Saper   Roy Cardon Saper   Paul Martin Saper 

Sons 
 

Honor Guard Service and Presentation of the Flag (outdoors) 
VFW 671, DeWitt, Michigan 

 

Pall Bearers 
       Nell Kuhnmuench (Saper)  Daughters-in-law                     Jeri Rosen Saper   
       Adam Cardon Saper             Grandsons                             Jay Austin Saper                  
                     

Mourners 
Brian Stuart Saper   Roy Cardon Saper   Paul Martin Saper 

 

Burial at Temple Beth Israel Cemetery, Jackson, Michigan 
38 miles south on US-127, left on Wildwood, immediate left on Carr to end 



 
 

Martin Leo Saper 
 

Before the U.S. entered WWI, Martin Saper was born in Jackson, 
Michigan, November 28, 1916, to a Russian émigré, Isaac Saper, and 
Rosella (Rosenberg) Saper, the daughter of Romanian emigrants. 

 
While attending religious services in Jackson, May 23, 1941, Martin 
met New Yorker Thelma Cardon and they married in New York, 
February 23, 1942. 
 
Still newlyweds, Martin enlisted in the Army Air Force July 10, 1942, 
receiving his commission as an Engineering Maintenance Officer on 
his 26th birthday, November 28, 1942. He served in the China-
Burma-India (CBI) Theater during WWII, having responsibility for all 
survival equipment and materiel, returned home as a Captain 
January 2, 1946, and continued to serve in the reserves until 1955. 
 
After the War, Martin and Thelma began their family that would 
grow to five sons: Jerold (d. 1975), Brian (Belmont, MA), Roy (East 
Lansing, wife Nell Kuhnmuench and sons Adam and Jay), Craig (d. 
1974), and Paul (Austin, TX, wife Jeri and sons Jacob and Craig). 
Martin actively participated in all the communities they called home: 
Ann Arbor, Flint, Jackson, Louisville, and East Lansing. 
 
In business and in service to his country and others, Martin was 
dedicated, resourceful, reliable, responsible, industrious, inventive, 
and creative. To those who knew him, he was welcoming, accepting, 
respectful, kind, thoughtful, and generous. 
 
After a full life of 100 years, Martin died March 27, 2017 due to heart 
failure, with his family at his side. Throughout his life, Martin went to 
“the gym” almost daily to exercise and stay fit, while enjoying 
occasional dark chocolate and ice cream treats. He was predeceased 
by his wife, Thelma, who died May 6, 2014, sons Craig (1974) and 
Jerold (1975) and his brothers, Victor (2005) and James (1920). 


